              LAB  INFORMATION
   Roy Blake and Greg Swick  Fall 2005

In general, there will be a lab each week. The lab procedure is always posted in advance on the Blackboard site. In addition, it will be handed out on paper. Read the lab beforehand, make sure you bring the required cables, tools, parts, etc., and that you understand what is to be done. Some labs have pre-lab exercises. Do these in advance as well.

As you complete the lab, take brief notes of all your observations, on paper. Your name, partner’s name(s), the date, and the lab number and title must all be on the same sheet of paper. Also record the equipment numbers for any important lab equipment. This allows defective equipment that continually gives erroneous results to be located and repaired.

When you finish the lab work, see me. I’ll give your results a quick check, and give you a performance mark, out of five. I’ll record it on the page with your observations, along with my initials.

Performance is determined by such things as arriving on time for lab, with the proper tools and materials, knowing what to do, and completing the work successfully in the required time. Unexcused absence from the lab will result in a performance mark of zero, even if the lab work is completed later.  

When there are lab partners, all partners must take part in the experiment, and all must record the observations. If one person does all the experimental work, while the other records the results, only one person learns anything. The “secretary” in this case will lose performance marks.

Every lab requires a brief, informal report. The informal reports are due one week after you do the lab. A penalty of 10%/day applies to late reports. The observation sheet, with performance mark and instructor’s initials, is to be handed in with the informal report.

Informal Reports

Informal reports can be NEATLY handwritten or (preferably) typed. They must be included in a Duo-tang or equivalent binding. The professor will demonstrate acceptable types.

Student name, partners if any, title, date and lab number go at the top of the first page. No name = no mark!

Equipment list follows. Include identification numbers where applicable.

The lab procedure must be included. You can place the handout directly into the Duo-Tang. Be sure to note any changes that you made.

List all your observations, being sure to note which procedure (by number) goes with which observations. Use enough words with your numbers to make it clear what is being measured. Use tables and graphs as required. Computer printouts can be inserted into the duo-tang in the appropriate places, or glued into the correct place in the observations.

Make sure the observations in the report agree with those that were made, and initialled, in the lab. If not, explain why not!

Show all calculations where used.

Provide a brief conclusion at the end of the report.

Lab Evaluation

A performance mark out of 5 will be given during the lab. Lab reports will be marked out of 10.

Each lab will receive a total mark out of 15. Labs are due one week after the scheduled lab period. Late labs will be penalized at 10% per day. 

 Submission of Lab Reports

The easiest way to hand in lab reports is to bring them to the next week’s lab. They can also be placed in the assignment box in front of my office. Labs will normally be returned in the lab, one week after they are submitted.

